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Introduction 

Video is a powerful way to deliver a personal or brand message.

In this day and age, viewers consume a large amount of video content, that's why, harnessing the power of 
video needs to be quick, affordable and user friendly.

At We Make Online Videos (WeMOV), we understand the growing need for fast, authentic, approachable and 
unscripted video content. There is no better way to achieve this than to film it yourself in the comfort of your 
home or office.

We love seeing our customers thrive and drive engagement with their employees, customers and clients. That 
is why we have put together a concept called 'Shoot It Yourself' or SIY videos.

We have created this SIY User Guide that outlines tips and tricks for filming, lighting, editing, animation, 
presenting and audio recording. We also recommend equipment that will lift the quality of your videos, plus 
we outline how partnering with We Make Online Videos, we help you take your videos to the next level!

Shooting your videos doesn't have to be hard, and the more you shoot, the better you get.

Shoot It Yourself User Guide Overview Video   
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VIEW VIDEO

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IHXHWc61IFE&feature=youtu.be
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Filming

Avoid filming in portrait Always film in landscape 

• Always shoot with your smartphone in landscape mode, that is, horizontally instead of vertically. Otherwise,
  when your video is uploaded online, you’ll notice large gaps of negative black space on the left and right
  sides. If you’d like to crop the video for portrait, this can be done later in the editing process.

• Holding your camera in your hand will create shaky footage. Try to use a tripod or set your camera on a solid
  surface. 

• When choosing a place to film, make sure you stand in front of a plain backdrop. Nothing cluttered or busy, as
  to not distract the viewer. 

• The subject should stand about 1-2 meters away from the wall to prevent any shadows.

• If you are using a banner or any branded material, stand or sit on one side of the frame.

• There should only be a small amount of space between the top of the frame and the top of your head. The
  bottom of the frame should be at chest level.

• Make sure your phone is positioned around your chest height or slightly above chest height with the
   phone angled down. Keep your eye level the same as the cameras.

• Remember the ‘Rule of Thirds’ when framing your shot. Imagine dividing your screen into nine even squares.
  You can then line up your subject or features of the frame on the lines.

• Your phone may have a ‘grid’ feature which can be applied to make ‘rule of thirds’ framing easier and to help
   keep your footage level. To activate the grid, look through the photo & video settings menu.

Smart-phones are rapidly evolving to become high-quality video tools. There are many things you can do to 
make sure your smart-phone footage is something worth watching. Here are a few useful tips for filming like 
a professional. 
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Lighting

Avoid standing in front of bright windows 

Make sure your camera and eyeline are level  Apply the rule of thirds 

• Always try to avoid a smartphone’s digital zoom, because this will dramatically reduce the quality and look of
  the image. Instead, bring the phone or tripod closer to the subject if you need the frame to be closer.

• Try to avoid panning your camera. It can lower the quality of your shots. Instead, make cuts at the points
   you’d like to feature.

• Utilise multiple angles to keep the audience captivated. This technique is excellent for when showcasing
  products or during how-to videos.

• Shooting in a well-lit location will improve the quality and look of your video. Especially with your skin tones
  and overall appearance.

• A room filled with natural daylight is best. Windows are an excellent natural light source; however, don’t
  film with your back towards a window as the background will be too bright and when possible, avoid
  filming in direct sunlight.

Light not only defines your subject matter but also sets the mood and evokes emotion. Good lighting has 
a beneficial impact on smart-phone footage because these cameras have smaller lenses and image 
sensors. Check out a few tips that will help you out:
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Audio

• Good quality audio will make or break a video, to record clean
  and clear audio you will need to use an external microphone. If
    you don’t have a microphone, make sure you speak loudly and
   stand no more than two metres away from the camera.

• We recommend using a wired lapel microphone. Make sure this
   microphone is clipped onto your clothing and close to your face. 
   For more information on wired lapel microphone check out the Shoot
   it Yourself essential equipment on Page 8.

• Remove or avoid anything that could create a distracting noise: - i.e. phones on silent, air-conditioning off,
   radio speakers, loud employees, traffic, birds and windy environments. 

• Record a short video clip first to test the audio. If you tap on the mic to start, you will be able to tell if the
  mic is working correctly. Alternatively, you can open your voice memos app in your phone and check the
  levels are coming up when talking close to the mic. 

• Remember that if you’re filming in natural light (from the sun), shoot closer to sunrise or sunset, this is
   known as the ‘golden hour’, where the light will be softer. At midday, the sun is high in the sky and can create
   harsh shadows which will reduce the quality of your video. If the weather is overcast, you can film at any
   time of the day. 

• If shooting indoors, avoid bright down-lights above your talent, it can cast unflattering shadows on their face. 

• If you only use one light source, the subject will have more shadows. Using shadows can be more cinematic,
  but add more lights to give a more professional look for marketing videos.

• It’s important to adjust your exposure and focus manually. By tapping on the phone screen and holding down
  on your talent’s face, you can lock focus, and your phone will give you the option to slide exposure to be
  brighter or darker. Play with the brightness levels until you think your subject is exposed correctly.

Good quality audio is essential for powerful videos, and most of the time, more important than high-quality 
footage. The great news is that the microphones on smart-phones have improved in recent years. Have a 
browse below and lean how audio can make a big difference to your videos. 
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 Presenting

• Remember to be confident when presenting. If you look nervous, your viewer may disengage with your
   presentation.

• Wardrobe: Make sure you wear clothes that don’t clash with the background. That way, you can stand out.

• Reflections: Sometimes, optical or sunglasses can cause reflections and especially with lighting, remove
  your glasses when possible or reposition lighting as required. 

• Write your script in full before filming. We then recommend breaking the script down into dot points and
  attaching a small piece of paper close to the camera lens. Practice you deliver to the camera before pressing
  record. The goal is to use a dot point script as a prompt only, the more you can memorise, the more authentic 
  the video will be.

• Remember to smile when presenting as it will make you approachable to the viewer, and they are more
  likely to listen to what you have to say. (When discussing serious topics, a smile may not be appropriate.)

• If you slow down, you’re likely to present better and make fewer mistakes. Remember to breathe and speak
  from your diaphragm, which will give a fuller resonance and a better overall performance.

• Your body language is crucial when presenting. Remain calm and stand straight. If you break eye contact too
  often or cross your arms, you will look closed-off or untrustworthy.

• Do multiple takes if you have time: even if you think you have nailed your delivery in the first take, do another
  one if time permits. Practice makes perfect. The more videos you shoot, the better they will become! Get
  feedback from those around you and watch your videos to see where you can improve.

Incorrect full-script prompt. Correct bullet-point prompt 

Presenting on camera can be a nerve-wracking experience, especially when you’re just a beginner. But don’t 
worry, there is hope! Have a quick read of the below points to fast-track your career as an engaging 
presenter. 
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Video Editing & Motion Graphics

• Video editing is where the behind-the-scenes magic happens. It can't fix everything,  but it can do a lot to
  make an on-screen presenter come to life. For example, you can record as many takes as you need and
  then stitch together the best clips to tell the perfect story.

• If you'd like to have a go at editing yourself, there's a vast range of software out there. Adobe Premiere Pro
  and Apple Final Cut are industry-standard software, with more straightforward solutions being software
  such as iMovie, Adobe Premiere Elements, and there are also plenty of options for editing footage on your
  phone or tablet.

• When doing your editing, the key is to remove any unwanted moments before or after you talk to the
  camera (such as the camera person saying "yep we're recording now!") and cut any dead-air or mistakes
  you make while doing your delivery.

• Motion graphics are not that easy to create if you're a video beginner, but when done correctly, they can
  bring even the most basic of video to life. With animated text, iconography, transitions and more, motion
  graphics can turn something shot on a smart-phone into a high budget production in no time.

• When creating motion graphics, there are a few things to consider. Does your business or organisation
  have a specific 'branding guideline' that needs to be followed? Do you have specific fonts, logos or colours
  that need to be consistent with your website and other marketing collateral?

• At WeMOV, we can make your life easy and take care of video editing and motion graphics. Our process
  includes trimming the footage, cleaning up the audio, adding music, enhancing the colours and adding
  motion graphics to make sure your video has the correct message, branding and quality. We provide you
  with three drafts for your feedback and approval before we deliver the final files. 

A little video editing and animation can go a long way. These days you can do light video editing and motion 
graphics in your smart-phone applications. Things like trimming the length of the video, or maybe applying a 
few basic filters or title pages. For anything more advanced, though, you’re going to have to try out more 
advanced video-editing apps or engage WeMOV to do the heavy lifting for you. 
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Shoot It Yourself 
Equipment

Shooting video content on your iPhone or Android smartphone is now easier than ever. To make your videos look 
and sound professional, we recommend a few essential items that won't break the bank.

You can purchase these or similar items through a variety of online retailers. Alternatively, you can purchase the 
entire kit through We Make Online Videos for $595.00 ex GST. To place an order, simply email made@
wemakeonlinevideos.com.au and one of our helpful team members will arrange the equipment to be delivered to 
your location of choice. 

Once you have purchased and received your equipment, the setup is quick, easy and will improve your audio & 
video quality. Check out our Shoot It Yourself - Step by Step video below for quick tips on how it all works. 

Shoot It Yourself 
Equipment

Portable LED Light & 
Clamp 
If you want the freedom to 
record wherever and whenever 
you want, then you need a 
portable LED light. LED lights 
are easy to use, they work 
instantly, are energy efficient 
and extremely durable.

This versatile tripod offers 
stability on even and uneven 
surfaces and when handheld 
filming. Easily adjust tilt and 
landscape-to-
portrait angles, plus harness 
remote Bluetooth recording.

Camera & Lighting 
Stand

Tabletop & Handheld
Tripod
Adjustable stands can be 
used to mount your smart-
phone camera, LED light or 
both. This stand is 
lightweight, portable and 
essential when filming or 
lighting from high angles.  

Lapel Microphones & 
Extension Cable
Record high-quality audio 
with these hands-free mobile 
lavalier microphones and 
3.5-metre extension cable. 
It's chainable, which means 
you can record using two 
microphones through one 
device. 

Step-By-Step Video  
Watch this video for a step by step guide on 
how to set up and use your Shoot It Yourself 
essential equipment. 

VIEW VIDEO
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CDfghymZKdI&feature=youtu.be
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Partner with We Make Online Videos and 
create your video content with ease.
By shooting your content, you can film as regularly 
as you need while keeping your costs down. Send 
us your video files, and we will enhance the video 
and audio quality, add music, motion graphics and 
more. The final product will look professional, 
polished and engage with your audience. 

Do you have a video content plan for the next three, 
six or twelve months? Then take a look at our 
pre-purchase packages which offer fantastic value 
for those wanting to take their content creation to 
the next level. 

Features include:

Footage Editing
Audio & Colour Enhancements
Soundtrack Selection
Logo Builds & Name Ribbons
Text & Iconography Animations
Transcription & Captions
Fast Turnaround Times
12-Month Flexible Usage

Shoot It Yourself 
Post-Production Packages

SAVE $225

5 videos

Intro Pack

$1,275

Ideal for a small 
video content 

series. 

1 video

One And Done

$300

Perfect for a quick 
one-off project.

SAVE $600

10 videos

Getting Serious

$2,400

Great for ramping up 
audience 

engagement. 

SAVE $1,500

20 videos

You Mean Business

$4,500

Awesome for a 
long-term video 

strategy. 

* 3-minute max duration per video.*All prices are listed in AUD and exclude GST. * Terms and conditions apply.

How It Works 

VIEW VIDEO

Watch this video to learn how the WeMOV
team can enhance your video content.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YHyzgHWy-vU&feature=youtu.be
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The WeMOV Way! 

We Make Online Videos - About Us

VIEW VIDEO

WeMOV is short for We Make Online Videos – 
and that’s exactly what we do.

At WeMOV, we strip back the complexity of video 
production and help organisation’s across Australia 
build better relationships with audiences through 
award-winning video production. From large 
promotional agency campaigns, to multi-part training 
series, to short social updates, our fast turnaround 
times and streamlined processes provide your 
business with agile video solutions.

Watch the below About Us video to take a closer look 
at some of our team and learn why we are the video 
production partners of choice. 

For more information on Shoot it Yourself videos or 
other WeMOV services. Give us a call on 
1800 859 192. 

Make your next video, the WeMOV way! 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oYoB-haKUw8&feature=youtu.be

